Floodlit 40s Competition.
Colchester 12 Bury 12.
The Vets began their new season with a hard fought draw with Colchester at Sudbury on Wednesday night.

The first round of the competition paired the winners and runners up from 2007 together.  Last season, Colchester had piped Bury to the title on the last round of fixtures. Despite having a poorer playing record, thanks to an extra bonus point, the Essex All Blacks stole the title from under our noses, so it was always going to be a tough opener.

Before the game had even started the 18 man squad had been reduced by one as Steve Clarke fell victim to a rigorous warm up session and had to retire to the comfort of the bar!   No matter, the game began brightly and within 6 minutes Bury went ahead.
Good work by the forwards put Bury deep into Colchester territory.  Tolly and then Neil Fisher stretched the defence even further allowing Chris “he looks like a vet” Curtis the easy chance to stroll over by the posts. Tolly converted and we were 7 – 0 up.

What happened in the next 10 minutes could only be described as farce!  The forwards stood back and admired their counterparts allowing the speedy Colchester three quarters the space they needed.  A chip kick into the corner for their ex County winger Ed Merry, bounced behind Curtis and in front of the hamstring stricken Dave Reid, for him to scamper in behind the posts.
7 all, and the curse of hamstring struck again as 1 more of the bench was called into action!

Sensing blood or more likely spotting the difference between a very quick winger and Lordi, Colchester looked to exploit the right wing.

One box kick was snaffled but a cross field kick 2 mins later caused yet more panic!   A fumble and a series of missed tackles saw the same player in again but crucially this time out by the touchline.
The half time whistle couldn’t come soon enough and at 12 – 5 down we were still in touch. Messer’s Sands and Herlihy gave the rest of the squad the benefit of their knowledge gained on the field of conflict and with quiet boy Ayres joining the fray, Bury were keyed up for the re start.

An opening salvo by Colchester was easily dealt with by Bury, as the re jigged backs, (Fisher taking on the dreaded full back curse), nullified the predictable kicks into the right corner.

The longer the half wore on, the more on top the Bury pack became until the game virtually resided in the Colchester half.   Rucks and mauls were attacked with much more fervour and it was only down to silly penalties that allowed Colchester to escape.

The Vets are made of stern stuff and it was long weekends in Riga and Tallinn that had prepared them for this!  With dominance in the scrum, Bury camped on the Colchester line.  A series of penalties were awarded and each time the scrum option was taken.  Brough, making a welcome return to the ranks, went close from No8 and Herlihy almost snaked his way over.

With only a minute on the clock, Bury made one last effort. Sands and Double D edged ever close to the line and then Ayres spotted the smallest of gaps to squeeze his way over for a deserved equalizer!  The last action of the night saw Tolly’s difficult conversion slide wide of the posts.   

