Rugby Match Report.

Bury 8 Westcliff 18.

Bury produced a much improved display but  were left to rue missed kicks at goals as the League leaders escaped from The Haberden with a fortunate win!

The visitors arrived as League leaders and looked buoyant prior to the kick off, but it was the Home side, short on confidence and once again showing changes from the previous outing that started the brightest!

  Bury dominated long spells of the game and had an opportunity to open the scoring after 5 minutes but Greyling’s penalty attempt slid wide.   Undeterred, Bury continued to press the visitors and after Muir went close in the corner, another penalty was awarded for midfield offside.

Greyling once again saw his kick miss the target and sadly a third even easier penalty was missed on the quarter hour.

Bury’s forwards were in control in the set piece allowing Bruce to set his backs away with quick possession.  Once again Westcliff were forced to transgress to prevent Bury from scoring and referee Stuart Hawkins lost patience and sent hooker Runeckles to the bin.

Dodunski took over the kicking duties and finally put Bury 3 points ahead but then missed a straight forward kick in front 5 minutes later.

Instead of a 15 point advantage, all Bury had was a 3 – 0 lead for 30 minutes of dominance.

Relieved, Westcliff came back into the game and put Bury on the back foot for the final 10 minutes of the half.  A series of penalties, one of which saw Ormiston sent to the sin bin, pushed Westcliff deep into Bury territory.  A line out on the right was swept straight across to the opposite wing for Culwick to slide over.  To rub salt in the wound, Brown converted superbly from the touchline. What Bury could do for a kicker like that!

The second half was only 2 minutes old when a scrappy Bury lineout saw a penalty conceded wide out and again Brown showed the benefit of having a place kicker by pushing the visitors 10 – 3 ahead.

Minutes later the game slipped further out of Bury’s reach.  A quick 22 metre drop out, fell invitingly to Lemon in space.  The fly half drew 2 defenders before off loading superbly to Culwick who was far too quick for the cover.

  Bury showed good spirit to continue to battle against a far more confident side.  A well executed catch and drive from a lineout allowed hooker Brad James the chance to spin off the maul and touch down.

The final 20 minutes saw the game begin to open up as both side pressed for the next score.  Once again referee Hawkins was forced into dispensing yellow cards to both sides as stretched defences were punished

Brown nudged the lead up to 10 points from one such penalty and saw another attempt come back off a post.   Bury couldn’t quite conjure up anything in reply and at the final whistle were left to think of what might have been.

