
Essex League II
Saturday 8 October
Brightlingsea 10pts, Ilford Wanderers 19pts
For once it was Brightlingsea’s opponents getting on the wrong side of the referee through ill-discipline which saw them spend long periods of the second half with 14 men following two yellow and one red card. Unfortunately for the home side a substitution and three serious injuries had already reduced them to the same number by half time. Manager Jeff Dunn admitted that he had got his selection wrong when hooker George Stott had to be sacrificed to stabilise the scrum midway through a first half dominated by the Ilford pack. They powered over for three close-range tries with Brightlingsea having only a Jake Baldwin penalty to show for some good early pressure. Worse was to come for Brightlingsea as Rob Harwood and Jamie Williams limped from the field with ankle injuries, shortly followed by influential scrum half Dan Buckner who had to be helped off with what turned out to be a broken leg. Self-styled “Utility Man” Stuart Ruddick filled in at 9 to good effect. In the second half the superior fitness and mobility of the Brightlingsea pack showed signs of paying off but they could manage only one try from the hard-working Chris Daniels which Jake Baldwin duly converted. Brightlingsea will take encouragement some good performances notably from the outstanding Luke Gould and Dan Hooper who looks to be developing into a highly effective fullback. 


