Essex League II
Saturday 29 October

Brightlingsea 36pts, May and Baker 32pts
Brightlingsea had to dig deep for their first home league win. May and Baker thought they had the game wrapped up after scoring three tries in the first half and securing the bonus point with the opening score of the second period. Brightlingsea had had their moments in the first half but could not match the visitors’ organization and clinical finishing. At times they looked like being overrun as May and Baker’s mobile, powerful pack took the game to them. They did however give themselves a lifeline with a Jacob Baldwin try near the end of the half turning round 17-7 down at the break. It was Baldwin again who immediately hit back with a try in the second half after the opening May and Baker score. May and Baker quickly scored again and looked to be about to close the game out when Baldwin pounced on a spilled ball to race the length of the pitch to score his third try of the game. There was now a growing sense of belief in the Brightlingsea camp with new recruit James Gee beginning to control things. Following a period of sustained pressure it was Baldwin again who powered over from close range to reduce the deficit to just one point. Moments later he slotted a long-range penalty to give Brightlingsea an improbable lead. May and Baker immediately hit back with a further try and looked well in control with a scrum on half way in the dying moments. The Brightlingsea pack produced one last surge. Rob Harwood and Adam Brown swarmed over May and Baker’s jittery defence and the ball broke for Alex Glister to race home for the clinching score. Baldwin added his fourth conversion to wrap things up.   
