Essex League II
Saturday 22 October

Thames 7pts, Brightlingsea 62pts

Last minute call-offs meant that Brightlingsea already missing a number of key players made the trip to South Ockendon with an empty bench. Fortunately there were no injuries and the bare 15 were more than enough to get the job done in style. The match was a contest until half-time. The forward battle was a scrappy affair with sloppy work at the breakdown by both sides leading to frequent turnovers. Brightlingsea took the lead around the 10min mark, Jacob Baldwin powering over after a solid scrum. Thames levelled shortly afterwards but the visitors regained the lead with unconverted tries from Matt Francis and Stuart Ruddick. In the second half the superior fitness and mobility of the Brightlingsea pack really started to tell. With the heavier home forwards visibly tiring Stuart Ruddick had no shortage of willing runners to drive the ball up and Matt Francis given a steady supply of front-foot ball directed operations with his customary pace and flair, helping himself to three more tries in the process. He and Jacob Baldwin who also completed a hat-trick and added six conversions seemed able to score at will. The pick of the Brightlingsea tries came mid-way through the second half when a series of off-loads down the left flank resulted in Loz Annis touching down. Moments later fullback Dan Hooper looked to have scored only to be forced back. He kept his head and set the ball for hooker George Stott to cap his best performance in a Brightlingsea shirt so far to power over from close range. Direct from the kick-off Francis glid through the demoralised Thames defence and that was that. Other notable performances came from Alex Glister and Tom Humphrey whose aggressive defence snuffed out any chance of a second half Thames revival, and Tom Davey who got through a ton of unspectacular but vital work on the openside flank.    
