Essex League II
Saturday 19 November 2011
Brightlingsea 36pts, Phantoms 5pts
Brightlingsea needed a patient and controlled performance to overcome a spirited and well organised Phantoms side. The steadying influence of veteran Ian Wilkinson at fullback helped to eliminate the basic errors that proved so damaging at Dagenham and the backline with Jim Gee and Alex Glister had a more solid look. The Brightlingsea pack dominated the lineout but were given a tough battle in the scrums and were forced to commit numbers to the breakdown to subdue the Phantoms’ counter-ruck. The first half was a tight affair, Brightlingsea turning round 10-0 ahead, all their points coming from Jacob Baldwin with a penalty and a converted try.  They began the second half brightly when lock Richard Smith powered through the visitors’ defence for an excellent solo try. Phantoms never gave up though and enjoyed their own periods of pressure culminating in a well deserved try late on. By then however Brightlingsea had secured the win and the bonus point with further tries from Baldwin and inspirational captain Karim Touzni whose punishing runs and intelligent offloading had caused the Phantoms problems all afternoon. Baldwin duly completed his hat-trick to round off a solid Brightlingsea performance.
