RFU Junior Vase Round 1
Saturday 15 October

Sawston 10pts, Brightlingsea 21pts
A very encouraging performance from a Brightlingsea side missing a few key players and with some carrying minor niggles. They took an early lead when man of the match Jacob Baldwin powered over following a series of narrow side drives by the forwards. They then spent much of the rest of the first half on the back foot and it was no surprise when the home side levelled at 7-7 just before the break. It was however the visitors who came out stronger in the second half and early pressure paid off when Baldwin once again went over and converted his own try. The Brightlingsea forwards were able to use their greater mobility to stretch the heavier Sawston pack who struggled to contain some aggressive carrying notably by Karim Touzni and Richard Smith. Midway through the half the result was effectively sealed when Baldwin charged through the defensive line and received excellent support from his loose forwards for impressive winger Rob Dowman to finish a fine flowing move. Baldwin added the third conversion and Brightlingsea comfortably closed out the game. Other notable performances came from stand-in scrum half Stuart Ruddick who marshalled his forwards superbly, and Dan Hooper who continues to mature at fullback. 

