Essex League II

Saturday 14 January 
Brightlingsea 32pts, Kings Cross Steelers 14pts

Brightlingsea had to dig deep and battle hard for this victory against a spirited Steelers side. The first half ended scoreless with both sides enjoying periods of possession without creating a genuine scoring chance. The second half looked to be going the same way before Jacob Baldwin converted a penalty to give the home side a slender lead. Steelers immediately hit back powering over for the game’s first try. Steelers’ big forward runners caused the home side constant problems but as they started to tire and the game opened up Brightlingsea’s backs began to find some space. Quick ball from a scrum against the head resulted in Jacob Baldwin going over in the corner to restore Brightlingsea’s lead. Moments later it was Baldwin again pouncing on a loose to ball to race clear under the posts leaving him an easy conversion. Matt Francis making a welcome return from injury added a try and a drop goal before skipper Karim Touzni clinched the bonus point with the home side’s final try. Steelers had the last word with a second converted try but by now Brightlingsea had the points in the bag.  
