Essex League II
Saturday 12 November 2011
Dagenham 57pts, Brightlingsea 12pts

The scoreline does very little justice to the valiant efforts of Brightlingsea’s injury-hit squad. Dagenham started brightly and raced into an early 14-0 lead before the visitors discovered some self-belief. Skipper Karim Touzni lead by example as the Brightlingsea pack punished their opponents with some bruising and effective runs. Although they conceded a penalty and two more tries they scored two of their own through lock Richard Smith and points-machine Jacob Baldwin to turn round 29-12 down at the break. The Brightlingsea pack continued to dominate in the second half but their jury-rigged backline could offer no real threat out wide as opposed to the Dagenham backs who looked capable of scoring every time they got the ball. Stand-in Tom Humphrey picked up an injury in the first half that left him barely able to run but without a replacement he soldiered on. Veteran forward Merv Slade finally had to be pressed into service when full-back Dan Hooper who had defended heroically had to leave the field with a shoulder injury. Brightlingsea hardly helped themselves by kicking away a series of attacking positions and by the failure of the back three to deal with what should have been straightforward kicks into the corners. They did however do enough to suggest that the return fixture in the New Year will be a much closer affair once some of their long-term injured have returned. 
