Essex League II
Saturday 10 December 2011
Stanford le Hope 17pts, Brightlingsea 30pts

Brightlingsea made a lively start and immediately put the home side under pressure with some solid phase play. Winger Neal Myerscough should have crossed for the opening score but the final pass was ruled forward. They continued to press and took the lead through a Jacob Baldwin penalty. Stanford le Hope hit back almost immediately capitalizing on some slack defending from a penalty for a try very much against the run of play. The home side now enjoyed a period of domination before Jacob Baldwin pounced on a turnover to race clear and restore Brightlingsea’s lead. Within minutes the visitors had extended their lead, Gary Palmer capping off some excellent work by Chris Daniels and Loz Annis to make it 13-7 to Brightlingsea at the break. Stanford le Hope slotted a penalty to close the gap to three points and things got worse for Brightlingsea as top points scorer Baldwin limped from the field with a hamstring injury. But the visitors dug deep and secured the bonus point with further tries from Karim Touzni and Jamie Williams, making a welcome return from injury. Stanford le Hope were awarded a penalty try but with the last move of the match Chris Daniels capped an outstanding performance charging through on a tapped lineout to touch down.
