Suffolk League II
Saturday 12 September 2009
Brightlingsea Pirates    5pts,  Felixstowe II     48pts
This result was not as bad as the scoreline suggests despite an inexperienced Pirates side rarely threatening the Felixstowe line. The scrum, anchored by veterans Merv Slade and Alan Goggin was dominant and the lineout held its own.  A spirited defence featured customary big hits by Stan Wong and Ash Williams. Unfortunately neither side was able to hang onto the ball for long enough to produce a free-flowing game with frequent knock-ons and unforced errors. The visitors led 17-0 at the break and it was the latter stages of the game as the older Pirates players started to tire that the score ran away. Brightlingsea did however get their consolation try mid way through the half with a rare passing move resulting in a score in the corner.
Most promising for the Pirates were the debut senior performances, notably by Adam Catterwell in the second row. It was also good to see John Green and Andy Farrow back in the red and black after long absences. If the nucleus of this side can stay together things will improve. 

