Dereham RFC 22 Brightlingsea RFC 6

EDF Energy Junior Vase  

Brightlingsea Rugby Club 1st XV opened their competitive campaign with a defeat away to Eastern Counties side Dereham last Saturday in the cup. This was despite dominating in the scrum and an excellent defensive performance.  Brightlingsea had early possession particularly from set pieces but were unable to develop any fluency in attack and convert possession into points. Dereham opened their account with a penalty conversion against the run of play which rallied the home side into a series of powerful attacks that were repelled by the steadfast Brightlingsea defence. This culminated in Brightlingsea Fly Half, Matt Francis scoring a searing break away try after intercepting an unsuccessful Dereham attack. The visitors then applied a sustained period of pressure with some surging runs particularly from flankers Brown and Tuz. The home side responded with a series of infringements resulting in their full back being assigned 10 minutes in the bin. Brightlingsea were unable to capitalise on their numerical superiority and ended the half without scoring further. The second half saw the tables turned with Brightlingsea’s penalty count rocketing in response to attacking pressure from the home side. For one period during the half Brightlingsea were down to 13 with 2 players in the bin and the home side took advantage developing a lead. However, some superb hits in defence including one bone crunching tackle from Ian Day kept the visitors in touch. Brightlingsea then managed to string together a series of attacking phases in Derehams half finally providing secure ball at the ruck that had been so absent earlier in the game. Wily scrum half  Jackson kept the ball in the front 8 and substitute prop Murray Wilson was able to crash over to reduce the deficit. Further pressure resulted in a Brightlingsea penalty that Wilkinson was unable to convert. The game then ended prematurely when the referee red carded a Dereham winger for punching and decided to end the game 6 minutes early much to the bemusement of Brightlingsea skipper Steve Barber. Although defeat was disappointing, Brightlingsea’s scrum and defence was impressive and with further work on attacking play and discipline they should be a force to be reckoned with this season.                                                                    
