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1" March, 2008

To: Hon. Secretaries of all Member Clubs

Dear Colleague,

Discipline — Verbal Abuse

I write to express the concern of the County with regard to the increase in the abuse of match
officials during the present season from players, coaches, officials and spectators. Of the total
sendings off to date no less than 21% have been for abuse of the referee. Even more alarming is that
half of these cases emanated from the Ul4 — U19 age groups.

The recruitment of referees by both the Liverpool and Manchester Referee Societies continues apace
but retention of these officials is proving somewhat difficult and there is clear evidence that we are
losing referees because of the abuse they receive at games.

The Lancashire County RFU Disciplinary Committee is determined to support the referees and
anyone, i. e. player, coach, official or member, who is either sent off or reported for abuse of the
referee can expect little sympathy when they appear at a disciplinary hearing, This very week, we
dealt with four players sent off for abuse of the referee and they received suspensions totailing 30
weeks.

The powers of the Disciplinary Committee are far reaching and I would refer you to paragraph 8.2.2
of the RFU Disciplinary Regulations which reads:

“For the avoidance of doubt “appropriate punishment” referred to in Rule 5.12 shall include, but not be
limited fo for a person, a reprimand, a financial penalty or suspension from playing, administration or
both and for a Club, in addition to these penalties, deduction of League points, relegation or exclusion
or disqualification from any competition. Where a competition does not fall within the jurisdiction of
the RFU a Club may be required to withdraw from that competition.”

I would also point out that a Club is responsible for the behaviour of its spectators and this is
particularly relevant to Mini-Junior rugby where the behaviour of some parents is less than
acceptable. Concern has also been expressed by the RFU this week and you should have already
received documentation from Twickenham advising on penalties recommended for parents and other
spectators guilty of unacceptable behaviour.

I shall be grateful if you would bring this matter to the attention of all your Club Officials, coaches,
players and members and would appreciate your co-operation in eradicating this blight from our
game,

Yegrs sincerely,

{
,/ Brian Leigh u_}

Hon. Secretary
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