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Lancashire County RFU                                             

      Disciplinary Committee
New Chairman of Disciplinary Panel

Lancashire County RFU is delighted to announce the appointment of Nigel Yates as the new Chairman of its Disciplinary Panel, replacing Clif Barker after 14 years in the post.   

Nigel Yates watched Rugby League from the age of five and started playing Rugby Union as an eleven-year-old pupil at Cowley School, St. Helens under the considerable coaching skills of Ray French, the former dual-code international who taught at the school, now perhaps better known as the BBC's Rugby League commentator.  

After representing Lancashire Schools at Under 15s, Nigel Yates captained the County’s Under 19s side, before being capped by England Schools at Under 19.  On leaving school he played one season for the St Helens club before its amalgamation with Liverpool which created ‘LSH’.    

As a law student in Manchester at the beginning of the 70’s Nigel joined Sale FC, playing over one hundred first team games before concentrating on a legal career as a solicitor.  

In 1989 he took up refereeing with the Manchester Society and progressed to what is now the equivalent of the RFU Elite Referee Panel where he refereed with distinction in the Premiership, the Heineken Cup, the County Championship and 7’s and 10’s competition in Singapore and Hong Kong.  

Current elite international referee Wayne Barnes credits Nigel as the man having the having the most significant influence on his refereeing career.  

Professionally, Nigel was the Managing Partner of a large Manchester firm of litigation solicitors before retiring in March 2010.  He had spent his early career as a criminal defence advocate.

Married with two adult children he is a life member of Sale F.C. a vice president of the international touring team, the Penguins and a member of the RFU’s Elite Referee Unit operating as referee coach.  

Nigel Yates will take up his position from July 2010.  
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