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Lancashire County RFU                                             

     Annual Report 2008/09
County Schools Union

In a season when an ‘old boy’, Steve Borthwick, was appointed captain of England, Lancashire Schools have had another busy year.  The calendar has been full of inter-schools matches of every level, varying from the elite, with schools playing on the top circuits in the country, to schools entering emerging competitions for the first time.    

Girl's rugby is on the increase and is growing in popularity - initial talks have taken place to look at ways to involve the girls within the Schools’ section.    

The work done in the previous year producing the County Schools development plan has gone a step further, with the plan now implemented on the full County action plan. Many of the points for our development cross over into different strands and it is hoped that the different agents; schools, RDOs, clubs, coaching and women's sections can pull together to reach the targets.  

The work on the Development plan and in other areas within our section, have received positive feedback from many people. At the CSU/CBRDP Conference at Heythrop Park in September, Tom Fitzgerald, Keith Mellalieu and myself were delighted to learn during the weekend that Lancashire were not only on track with many of our ideas and work, we were streets ahead with our organisation compared to the vast majority of CSUs.  

The England Schools Rugby Football Union (ERFSU) road show, taken around the country during the Autumn, also used Lancashire as a shining example of ‘Best Practice’.

Membership continues to remain reasonably healthy, with the majority of schools renewing promptly.  Chasing certain schools for their affiliation fees has become a tedious task and our plea is for every school involved in rugby to pay their fees early at the start of the 2009/10 season.  A number of schools’ contributions are still outstanding and will continue to be asked for their contributions.  Entry to the County Cup competitions will be at risk if schools have not completed the necessary arrangements.  Ken Andrews has had great success with his ‘Welcome to the CSU’ portfolio, which has helped attract a number of new schools into membership.  

Lancashire Schools held its own First Aid course at Bolton School. Thirty teachers attended the course ran by Mark Leather from Edge Hill University. Mark has a wealth of experience in sports injuries and the sell-out course gave much needed experience to its participants.   Edge Hill also supplied the physiotherapists for the County Schools’ finals and it is hoped this partnership will be extended further next season.

Our thanks go to our Hon. Treasurer Keith Thompson who has kept a constant supply of financial information throughout the season.    

Cup Competitions

The annual Cup, Plate and Emerging Schools competitions took place towards the end of the season, once again with huge success.  The number of schools entering remained constant, with several missing schools contemplating a return to cup activity next season. The main Cup/Plate finals day hit a snag, when several schools were late to realise that the finals days at Liverpool St Helens and Blackburn rugby clubs clashed with school holidays, organised trips and the Rosslyn Park Sevens.  A hastily rescheduled timetable ensured all the finals contained the correct schools.   

With the County now having differing holiday periods, it is crucial that this information is passed over to the organising committee asap. It is hoped that future dates will avoid the clash with the prestigious Rosslyn Park event.

Lancashire schools were delighted to invite their new sponsors; Sports & Corporate Group Travel to the finals day at Blackburn RUFC. Matthew Casson of S&CGT attended with his wife and family, bringing the sponsors cheque, new S&CGT match balls for the day and assisted with the presentations.  It is hoped our relationship with S&CGT will continue to grow. The day was blessed with glorious weather and superb facilities, as our hosts pulled out all the stops to give us a perfect venue. The ground was packed with a good crowd and the County took healthy gate receipts.  

A few nights earlier, under the lights at Liverpool St Helens, the Under 13s Cup final took place followed by an excellent game of rugby at Under 18s level. The 18s’ game between Lancaster RGS and Hutton GS was a superb match, with the score line changing hands several times in the last quarter. A super crowd and fantastic game was marred by several supporters spoiling the atmosphere for others, with their football style chanting and booing at the opposition's kicks at goal.  

ESRFU have already expressed their concern at such events, with similar actions taking place at the Daily Mail finals at Twickenham.  ESRFU are to produce a statement on the topic and Lancashire will be monitoring the outcome.   All schools must act to stop the game being spoilt by a minority.   

Our competitions, like the national Daily Mail committee, have had some conflicts to sonsider: late cry offs, walk overs, and views on player eligibility all causing concern.  ‘Play-by’ dates for each round are in place; perhaps a strong decision is needed as to how strict these should be adhered to?    

We need a review in certain areas to maintain our playing standards and fair competition in every area.  This will be done by the cup committee before next season's competition.   

My thanks must go to our sponsors Sports & Corporate, both Liverpool St Helens and Blackburn Rugby clubs for the use of their superb facilities. I would also like to thank everyone else who contributed to the events and in particular, our County President, Ken Andrews for his terrific support during his year in office.  

The ‘Sports & Corporate Group Travel’ Lancashire Schools Finals – at Blackburn RUFC 

U18 Cup Final

RGS Lancaster 
28 
Hutton GS 

26 

U18 Plate

Audenshaw 
10 
Arnold School 
9 

U16 Cup Final

Hutton GS 
15 
RGS Lancaster 
8

U16 Plate

Lytham HS 
36 
Merchant Taylors 
8

U15 Cup Final

Manchester GS 
19 
Arnold School 
6 

U15 Plate

Kirkham GS 
17
Merchant Taylors
14 

U14 Cup Final

Manchester GS
8 
Lancaster RGS 
0

U14 Plate

St Edwards Coll
12 
Bolton School
5

U13 Cup Final

Lancaster Rgs 
31 
Merchant Taylors 
0

U13 Plate – Trophy Shared

Liverpool College
24
Ripley St Thomas 
24

Emerging Schools Finals - Liverpool St Helens RFC

Liverpool St Helens was again the venue for the Emerging schools finals. A very encouraging standard of rugby was displayed by all the schools taking part. Ken Andrews presented the prizes to the teams and our thanks must go John Morgan of Queen Elizabeth GS (Blackburn) for organising a very worthwhile competition.

U15 Trophy

Birkdale HS 
24
Cardinal Heenan
14

U15 Plate

QEGS Blackburn
15 
Woodhey HS

5

U14 Trophy

CardinalHeenan 
5 
QEGS Blackburn
0

U14 Plate

West Derby
22
Baines HS
17

U13 Trophy

West Hill
10
Birkdale HS
5

U13 Plate

West Derby
15
Carr Hill HS
10

The annual 7s season has also taken place with Kirkham GS 1st 7 taking pride of place with a fantastic season, including winning several North of England competitions and runners up spot at the prestigious Rosslyn Park event..  Congratulations to the staff and players of Kirkham on their achievements.

Representative Rugby

A wide range of Lancashire schools have provided players of quality for the County age groups teams and Schools of rugby. It was particularly pleasing to see the recent win by the Under 15s, away in Yorkshire.  Talks are taking place through the RDP and other areas, looking at ways to improve the number of Lancastrians winning places in the North and ultimately England squads.   

This season sees the departure of one of our representative stalwarts. Andy Watt from KEQMS Lytham is leaving the area to take a new teaching post at RGS Newcastle. The schools section would like to wish Andy well in his new role as Head of Rugby at RGS, and thank him for his hard work and successful tenure with our Under 15s and Under 16s squads.  Thanks to everyone involved in this crucial area.  

Please encourage the staff from your school to take up roles within the age group system.  Further information on this area will be given by the relevant reports.  

Referees

Like the rest of the game, schools’ matches have sometimes struggled to find suitable referees for all their matches.  Peter Hughes, for many years a stalwart of the Schools Committee, has worked hard to provide midweek officials and dialogue has taken place to look at ways of gaining more referees for our matches.  It is crucial that our schools endeavour to encourage both teaching staff and pupils to take up refereeing. Our thanks go to Peter and all the referees and officials of both Manchester and Liverpool Societies.  

Finally, a big thank you to the officials of our own Schools section, who sit on the many different sections of this and other committees.  The RDOs, the Senior County Committee for their continued support and all the many individuals who support schools and youth rugby.  The number of people involved is too large to mention everyone personally, thank you all for your efforts.  

Paul Fernside

Chairman, Lancashire Schools

