NORTH DIVISION

Minutes of the Meeting held at Skipton RFC on Tuesday 27th January, 2009.

Present G.Marrs Chairman supported by J.Coulson, C.McLoughlin, A. Simpson, A. Thompson, and M. Wroe. 

1. Apologies for absence were received from: -. S Bainbridge J. Chapman, B.Davies, B.Dodds, F.King, K. Mellalieu, M. Harrison, K.Jones, E. Neeley, M. Parker, M.Smith, and A.Tiffen.

2 The Minutes of the 23rd October, were agreed as a true record,

Chairman. On the proposal of Jim Coulson, supported by Martin Wroe, Graeme Marrs was elected Chairman.

 The meeting noted that Yorkshire had confirmed their decision not to take part in the Forum which was a great regret to the meeting. At this present time with so much going on within the Game it was felt there was a need for a forum to enable to meet and exchange views on various matters. Matters such as the current Funding news and the effect it could have on Rugby League advancement in the North or the Recommendations of the C.R.T.G. draft report and proposals affecting 3 of the 6 North CBs were but two examples.

Agreed we would continue to keep the YRU on the Minutes list and write again urging them to rejoin as a North Division without a Yorkshire input was not to be endured.

b. It was agreed we should discuss the Communications between RFU – CBs – Clubs and how the RRDM & RDOs interface with those communications.

Secondly, a paper was to be drawn up for discussion on the ramifications of the Sp Eng funding allocations to the Rugby League Game (29 million) its effect on all Counties and what efforts should be made to combat its effect.

c. The Sec confirmed he had written F S Baron / G Cook urging both parties resume their talks on Funding etc.

d. Sec had also written Stuart Bainbridge to thank him for his work with the Forum over the years, Stuart had responded and a copy of his response would go to all members shortly.

 e. Maurice parker had suggested we circulate the Minutes to all NCA clubs – agreed.

4 Northumberland RU Document. Chris Davy spoke to his document which had been circulated earlier for discussion, those CBs present were aware of the problems and an in-depth discussion took place on several aspects such as the role of RDOs, Communications, Ownership of the Game, Accountability if the RFU and agreed we would draw each CB Sec attention to paper and welcome their input.

5 Reports.  A number of Reports had been received and circulated to all members; these would be attached to these Minutes.

Items from the Report were:-

Under 20s, All CBs were urged to give full reports on Match Selection and Game Reports to Tony Simpson for circulation throughout the Media.

Leagues There was a correction in the NCC Report, there was to be no relegation from Level 8, more news was expected on the National Cups following a meeting scheduled at Northampton shortly.

Modcone Jim Coulson gave news on the Level 5 Match Officials Scheme.

Tony Rossall and Ian Tempest from the top band of Referees plus one other had been promoted to the National Panel Scheme New Refs 7, Level 5 & ^.

N West Burnett, Jackson, Lawson, Dunkerley, Tall and Williams Kiezy.

The National Conference on the 11 January was very successful however the North Group Referees are running out of money. They have asked for £75 per match but for the last 6 years have been given £60.  The result will be a £2K shortfall at the end of the season. as the spending on Refs is nearer £100 per match.

6. Any other Business.

Tony Simpson advised that the England Counties XV selectors had met in Manchester on Sunday to organise sides to play Ireland Clubs XV prior to the Irish match and against the French after the French match in mid- March/

The team is to be released on Sunday next 1st February and is not County drawn, the sides to tour Korea and Japan in June will be County Championship driven. 

Michael Old has been appointed Tour Manager.

Graeme Marrs raised the question of booking accommodation for the County Championship week end. With 2 sides likely from the North in both the Cup and Shield, the idea of booking 2 x 30 groups at one Hotel (such as the Lensbury) should be explored by the North Counties. – Next meeting.

7 Date and time of next meeting.

The next meeting is scheduled for 23rd April at Skipton; however this now clashes with a Community Rugby Meeting and Council Meeting.

Agreed Sec to check with Members to see if the 16th April would suit, he would also confirm that the remaining dates for 2009 were suitable for all Members.

