North Division

Minutes of the Meeting held at Skipton RFC on Wednesday, 27th May, 2009

Present  G.Marrs, Esq, supported by N.Anderson, J.Chapman, J.Coulson, B.Davies, C,Davy, K. Jones, C. McLoughlin, E.Neely, M.Parker, A.Simpson, A.Thompson, A.Tiffen.

1.
Apologies for absence were received from: R.Appleby, W.Chappell, M.Harrison, K.Mellalieu, M.Smith, M.Wroe. 

2.
The Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record with one correction, Chris Davy was added to the list of those attending.  

3.
Matters Arising

Yorkshire support. No further progress on this matter. Jim Chapman reiterated that his County would support the Division on matters of mutual interest such as those on the Agenda. Further they had some misgivings of certain aspects of the Constitution.

Graeme Marrs restated that is was vital that all Six North Counties speak as one voice and that Yorkshire support was vital as their non-participation weakens the North.

Constitutional Review.  The Meeting noted with regret that the Constitutional Review had been dropped by the RFU Council meeting, the meetings overwhelming view was that this should have been debated at Council.   The business should have been moved on for parts of it concern the future construction of the Union that should have be being worked upon

4.
County Championship This item had been tabled as a reminder to Counties to ensure they made an initial response by the 29th May to the CCTG proposals for the new style Championship. So far 17/18 Counties had replied and it was stressed we looked for an open Championship despite the current financial climate there was money there for the Championship in 2010.

The Bill Beaumont County Championship draw needs to reflect the previous year’s results (seedings) but also needs to be an open draw or have semi finals (so that it is possible to have finalists from the same Group) and that it involves players from Level 3 downwards (with possibly Level 2 Squad players being able to opt in)
Congratulations were expressed to Lancashire, Cheshire and Durham on reaching their respective Finals, all of which were to be played off next Saturday.

Everyone involved this year was appalled by the lack of Press publicity; reports had been circulated pre match and results given as per the Competition Rules. Most others sport appears to have had at least some coverage but this Championships results appeared to have been spiked. Tony Simpson explained the system and that we are at the hands of the Editorial section of newspapers. Agreed we would report on this matter to Communications at TW1 via Chris Burns to ask that this complaint is taken up with national newspaper. Why the apathy towards our game and is there a remedy?   

5. 
RFU Re-structuring
Chris Davy spoken on the interface between CB Honorary Secretaries and the RFU Development Officer system referring to the several layers of Management on the Development Officer side of the game, It was agreed that the role of the CRC was vital should be well funded and if any reviews are undertaken on restructuring we should be involved.  
 
A broad ranging debate took place on the structure and the Management of RDOs in the North. and it was agreed that CB Executives and RFU Reps should be in contact with TW1 to any ensure that we make a contribution to any review that affects us. This item would have been for raising with the CB Conference in October but rumour has it that this event could be affected by the current cut-backs in spending.
Agreed that the Hon Sec to write Peter Grace and Andrew Scoular cc Martyn Thomas and Francis Baron plus CB Secs outlining our views on the matter.
6.
Reports
North Comps was as submitted by Mike Smith and attached to the Minutes. A number of problems remain in various areaS of the Leagues. One part of the Cumbria set-up had a Division of 8 so play each other 3 times whilst some tinkering remains at Durham/Northumberland 3 where there are travel problems for one or two clubs.   The National Cups will also be problematic for Yorkshire with some 38 clubs at 7/8/9

Modcone: Jim Coulson reported on the bi-annual Meeting held in May.  Two North Group referees had been promoted by the RFU to the National Panel, Ian Tempest and Andy Jackson, and they were to be congratulated.  Of 8 referee nominees from the whole country, 6 were accepted onto the National Panel.  

 

There was a great deal of discussions on budget cuts affecting referees and there would be no kit provided for current match officials in the North Group next season.  The three North Federations have been asked to claim actual fuel outlay only and not the mileage for games next season and for the Northern Referees Training Conference there is a proposal of 15 pence per mile for expenses.

The Modcone Officers and Representatives have been re-elected en bloc.
 

Nationally, Level 5 match official expense problems still remain, and for the last 6 years the charge has been £60 per appointment, therefore  £660 per Level 5 Club per season.  In the North, the match officials average home match cost is £75, while on exchange the cost is £172 per match.  This has resulted in a massive deficit across the country so Level 5 will have to pay more for their match officials in future.     

06/09/09 and 10/01/10 are Training days for the Northern Group match officials.

Costs of Referees for the I.O.M. could also be problematic now that Euro-Manx Air is out of the picture leaving only Flybe, so there will be an increase in costs.  It was also noted that the Channel Islands had seen increasing costs due to changes in reciprocal health insurance with the UK.  As a result, teams and match officials require additional insurance and this could also apply to the I.O.M. in the future. 

FDR  has been put into voluntary administration and the outstanding monies divided amongst the 16 clubs.  


At the time of this report the new Championship was to be governed by the RFU.  G Cooke was to be employed by the RFU in a consultancy capacity to assist in running the Championship.  This new development will be detrimental to Rugby as there will not be a Championship club north of Doncaster.  


With Sale and Newcastle losing their high profile players and Carnegie no longer in ownership of Leeds, the outlook for Rugby Union is not favourable.  Rugby League has received a large grant from Sport England and in, some areas, is poaching our CRCs to promote their brand in the North.  Gentlemen we must be active in informing Twickenham of these facts so that the North does not suffer because of inactivity.   

ERCA  Mo Parker spoke to the circulated minutes of the last meeting which had included a contribution from John Dance on the Constitutional Review.  Schools of Rugby had also been the subject of criticism as was the apparent South East bias on the Management Board of the Union. The CB Conference had had a contribution from two ERCA members but had in fact resulted in a top-down result, not what the CBs want.  Also under this item Northumberland had reported on the N E Regional Conference but had had no response to date.   

Under 20s continues to be a problem for all areas and it was agreed we would debate this area at our next Meetings.

18 Group’s report was accepted at and attached to the Minutes.

7.
Any other business

Tony Simpson reported on the composition of the England Counties side to Japan, which had 5 Manchester players in a strong North influence with 3 from Cheshire, 3 Yorkshire and 1 Cumbria, 26 players going - but no Tony Simpson due to costs!  

8.
Next meeting   Tuesday 11th August, at Skipton RFC

Meeting closed at 9.28pm

