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	Club Development

· The Isle of Man RDO Ian Williams is working with Douglas to achieve Seal of Approval (SofA). 3 of the 6 clubs on the Island have achieved the Award
· John Foster the CRC has created Further Education Link(s) have been established between Carmel College and West Park and St Helens College and LSH to support their respective Colts squads.
· The Mini Junior section membership now 140 including 10 girls at LSH.

· Rossendale RUFC have started working towards their Seal of Approval (SofA) accreditation.

· Merseyside RDO Mark Sutcliffe has been working closely with the following clubs to secure their Seal of Approval re-accreditation: Widnes Sefton, Liverpool Collegiate and West Park

· Parkonians are close to achieving their SofA.

· Silloth RUFC are 90% Complete in terms of their Seal of Approval Award. The process should be complete by February 2009.

· Cockermouth continue to progress with their SoA Award and are well on track to achieve the award prior to the season end.

· Wilmslow, Warrington, Chester, Northwich, Sedgley Park, Trafford MV, Bolton, Tyldesley and Burnage are making significant progress in SoA 1st year health check

· North Manchester have got approval for improved disability access and toilets for their club.  90% of the cost has come from a grant from Manchester City Council. .

· Wigan Development Group have completed 3yr development plan of how Rugby Union will be promoted and implemented in the borough

· Plans have been confirmed with the clubs to proceed with Year 7 (U12) coaching throughout the borough to help raise numbers in Aspull, Wigan, Leigh and Tyldesley RUFC. Aim is to hold festivals between each club to give the greatest opportunity to increase participation numbers over the weekend training sessions. Each club has agreed to provide persons to help run the festivals, in terms of referees, scores and individuals to help keep all teams organised.

· Eagle and Homes chapel have agreed to deliver Whole Club Development Workshops

· Lymm RUFC have applied for SOA club of the year

· Egremont RUFC are working towards the RFU Seal of Approval through their new Club Development Officer. This is in line with their recent facility development and recruitment of more volunteers into the club as a consequence.

· The Cumbria ‘Play On’ Campaign is well underway and much of the programme has been delivered with the rest in place for the remainder of the season.

· Cumbria have 9 identified pathfinders currently going through the registration process with a further 11 potential individuals to fill these roles. This would give Cumbria 20 Pathfinders across the CB.

· Wigton have been the first club in Cumbria to undertake the RFU Whole Club Development Planning Process. The event was attended by 33 individuals and was very successful in terms of identifying club priorities in a focussed manner. The club will be building on this process to produce their WCDP over the next few months.

· Windermere continue their development of their youth section and are playing fixtures with internal Cumbria clubs. They have around 30 young players training every week. 



	Facilities

· The Ballafletcher site, Vagabonds new ground has been given the go ahead from planning and Government.
· Blackburn RUFC where successful with an Awards for All grant to purchase portable floodlighting to assist with training at Ramsgreave road.

· Helsby RFC are part of the Helsby Sports club re-development plans , the Plans look excellent and if it were to go ahead would be a big help to the club.
· Knutsford RUFC planning to apply for funding to help them gain two new pitches and are looking at increasing their capacity,
· The NW Facilities Group have finalised their priorities for Investment in 2009 for funding allocated through the Whole Sports Plan. 3 Cumbria Clubs are involved at this stage.
· Keith Kent visited Wigton, Cockermouth, Keswick and Kirkby Lonsdale recently to advise the clubs on Grounds Maintenance and possible courses of action for pitch improvements. Keith was extremely well received and offered expert advise to the clubs on their future developments. 


	7-18

· Xaverian College in Manchester had their first-ever competitive game of Rugby with 28 players in their squad. 

· In the City of Manchester the ongoing delivery of Passport to Sport is taking place in 10 new primary Schools.

· Knutsford RUFC have benefited from Knutsford HS running a 6th form team with 3 or 4 player from the 6th form joining the club.

· Rugby is to be delivered in 5 high schools in the City of Manchester at year 10/11 as part of the Sport Unlimited initiative. 

· On the Isle of Man the Primary School Tag Rugby Finals took place on 11th Feb 09. 33 teams entered in total, 8 teams in the finals. 396 players involved.
· CRC Dave Westhead ran 28 sessions in 8 High schools (3new) in Sefton in January.

· John Foster CRC for St Helens now has After School Clubs running at Haydock, Rainhill, Cowley & De La Salle & Rainford High Schools.
· The Liverpool Schools floodlit league is now under way.
· The very successful Year 7 and 8 School leagues based at Waterloo RUFC now contain every school within the catchment, thanks to the efforts of CRC Dave Westhead.
· We held a very successful FE/6th form event at Waterloo with 6 local teams entering.
· The Central venue leagues which give opportunities for schools to extend their participation are proving very successful on the Wirral under the guidance of CRC Andrew Soutar, 90% of schools attend. 
· Plans for how Rugby will be involved in the Greater Manchester Championship Challenge (Youth Games) have moved forward.  Boys U12’s – linking into district squads. Girls U14’s – link in with U15’s clubs. 

· CRC Jason Duffy is working closely with Trafford MV with a rugby Taster day where 104 years 3/4 pupils took part throughout the day. 

· In Bolton we continue to work with Bolton Boys Muslim School providing 6 hours rugby coaching to their key stage 3 pupils per week alongside members of Bolton Councils sport, health and inclusion team. 

· In Greater Manchester 9 CLA students delivering Tag rugby to 7 x Albion High Link Primary schools – (approx 70) with a Yr5/6 Primary school Tag festival being held just before Christmas.

· New school: Aquinas College in Stockport continue to receive coaching and have played 2 competitive fixtures.

· In Wigan through the CRC plans have been confirmed with the clubs to proceed with Y7 coaching throughout the borough to help raise numbers in Aspull, Wigan, Leigh and Tyldesley RUFC. Aim is to hold festivals between each club to give the greatest opportunity to increase participation numbers over the weekend training sessions. Each club has agreed to provide persons to help run the festivals, in terms of referees, scores and individuals to help keep all teams organised.

· FE / 16+ festival at Macclesfield RUFC with 8 teams taking part with another 2 new colleges

· Total number of new FE colleges / 6th Forms in Cheshire this season alone is now up to 7. 

· Knutsford who are new this year also entered 2 teams in last festival

· Crewe local monthly year 7 league took place at Nantwich Town FC’s 3G all weather pitch with 4 teams taking part.

· School of Rugby session took place at Bridgewater school with 70+ attendees.
· More FE fixtures are taking place as a spin off of them entering festivals with Knutsford fulfilling fixtures at Malbank, and Great Sankey

· Andy McKinney to deliver sessions in Runcorn schools to link with Helsby RUFC
· Met with Mid Cheshire college who have agreed to run a Rugby Union course at the college next academic year.  


	Coaching

· 22 Isle of Man coaches attended a Specialist Line out session run by James Wade of Sale Sharks

· We have a begun a Level II course on the Isle of Man with 6 candidates.

· 12 Participants attended a Tag Course at Tarleton RUFC run by Mike Milward Ormskirk CRC.

· 33 students attended 2 Tag Rugby Courses run at Accrington and Rossendale College by Elaine Vassie Burnley and Pendle CRC. 

· 17 people attended the Front Row in Union session held recently at Southport RFC

· First Aid Course – Ashton on Mersey
· Trafford MV held a coach education session lead by Jason Duffy, and plan to hold these events 3 / 4 times a season.
· Bolton - Skill specific coaching delivered to Bolton RUFC's junior section by CRC
· Teachers coaching day for 8 high school teachers in Warrington (predominantly Rugby League Schools!)

· 17 participants took part in a tag course for Chester, Wirral and Helsby coaches

· The NW CRC Training was a success with 26 individuals receiving practical coaching development from James Wade – Sale Sharks as well as training on ‘Presentation Skills’ and ‘RFU Pathfinders’.

· 8 Students attended the CSLA Course at Kirkbie Kendal School for the second year in succession. The candidates will be integrated into the South Lakes Development Programme to fulfil their delivery requirements as part of the course.

· The Ambleside Campus of University of Cumbria held a Tag Course for prospective Primary School Teachers where 11 individuals were in attendance. These individuals will be introducing the sport to their training schools and also their own schools once in employment.

· Ashton on Mersey hosted an RFU First Aid Course with 16 people attending.

· Tag course ran at Chester Uni with 23 attendees.

· Level 1 courses ran at University of Manchester & Liverpool -13 candidates - all passed including 5 future volunteers working with M/cr City Rugby Coach – Josh Camiss Courses to be run in January at Edge Hill University; UCLAN at PSA & at Lancaster & Morecambe College.  

·  ‘Tag Rugby’ course to be run in January at University of Cumbria, Ambleside campus



	Refereeing

· ELRA course – Aldwinians RFC

· Refs course run at Warrington RUFC with 10 attendees inc 4 Bridgewater HS students
· Weaverham and Malbank to deliver ELRA courses at the school and Malbank have confirmed that this will be an annual event
· A Referee Development Evening was held at Penrith to discuss the laws and regulations surrounding the Tackle Area. The event was attended by 6 individuals with representation from coaching, refereeing and playing.


	Women and Girls

· In Cumbria  2 x coaching sessions at St. Ninian’s School for their Under 15 girls, 24 and 20 attended.
· LSH now affiliated to RFUW

· Coaching for the Girls U15 initiative at Vale of Lune and Preston GH has continued under CRC’s Martin Powell and Kai Burns. Both clubs have now got a nucleus of girls at the U15 age group and the first of a series of festivals was held at Preston GH on Sunday 25th January. 34 girls representing Vale, Preston, Furness and Liverpool St Helens took part. The next festival will be held at the Vale of Lune on Sunday 8th February.

· All North West trials have now been completed.  Highest numbers ever attended for U15’s and U18’s.  First game on 8th Feb against West Midlands
· Girls Rugby sessions being delivered at St Nicholas HS Northwich to link to Northwich Girls team.
· 145 year 7 girls received coaching at  Upton HS Chester

· CRC Richard Marshall and Chris Jones have been delivering to year 9 Girls at Bridgewater HS and St Nicholas High School

· Both the above as follow up sessions to the Girls Rugby Roadshow
· A recent meeting of key personnel associated with Women’s and Girls Rugby in Cumbria was held to discuss current progress and future plans including Girls Events, Strategic Club Development.


	Students

· 2 teams so far entered a development XV in the NW Student competition to be run once BUCS ends i.e. End Feb – Easter.
· RDO Dave Livesey gave a lecture for Warrington Campus’s coaching foundation students on RFU’s coaching structure

· Intra-mural at Liverpool University – its progress has been established on its new Sunday playing position with 6 teams and is effectively being run by a Student , Chris Thompson who both ref’s and generate new referee’s with close support from Ref  DO Will Halford
· Liverpool Hope female students linking with Sefton with female students helping in junior section – this is being supported by Tom McMath

· Nick Milner, Lancaster & Morecambe College Sports teacher appointed Pathfinder for the college.
· John Livesey has been working hard throughout January to increase the number of qualified students available to volunteer in the community by delivering a number of Level 1 coaching awards courses at Colleges and Universities throughout North Lancashire. 39 students have attended as follows; Edge Hill – 13 Uclan – 8 Lancaster and Morecambe College 18.  


	Child Protection

· CWO training held at LSH, 12 clubs were represented.

· Safeguarding course held at Leigh, 6 candidates in attendance.

· 13 people attended a RFU Safeguarding and Protecting Young People in Rugby Course at Blackburn RUFC on Monday 12th January.

· Lancs Club Welfare Officer Day held at Preston on 24th Jan.
· SGYP Courses booked in at Eccles, Heaton Moor, Ashton on Mersey and Sedgley Park.
· Safe Guarding Course held at Leigh RUFC – only 5 attendees but those who attended found it beneficial
· A Safeguarding Course is organised in Cumbria for 11th March 2009 and will be hosted by the South Lakes District.

· CWO training at LSH 2nd Dec.


	Building a team

· Adam Ritchie appointed as CRC for North Sefton, supporting Southport RUFC and Formby Vikings RUFC. The new post in Sefton is a result of 72K over 3 years being raised in partnership funding (PDM’s,Local Authority, clubs and RFU).

· Assistant RUSLO Chris Townsend appointed and will start 5 January
· North Lancs RDO Stuart Urquhart is currently working with Vale of Lune and the Lancaster and Heysham School Sports Partnerships to pull together funding for a 3 day a week CRC post to support the clubs community development programme. This appointment would increase the number to 5 fulltime CRC’s working in North Lancashire.
· Ashton on Mersey have provisionally agreed to start contributing to the CRC post – details to be confirmed in Feb.

· Salford - £4k per year (until 2011) secured towards CRC post through School Sports Coach/PDM funding from SSP’s.

· Stockport - £4k per year (until 2011) secured towards CRC post(s) through School Sports Coach/PDM funding from SSP’s.



	Future Plans

· Level 1’s planned for Myerscough College ( linked to Lancaster Uni female team coaching) in Feb; Eccles College (– linked to Eccles RFC) , immediately before Easter.

· Tag Course planned for Liverpool JM students

· We are holding an FE/6th form Festival at Southport RFC on the 11th February.

· Front Row course at Southport RUFC on 26/01.

· Safeguarding training at LSH 2nd Dec.

· 02/02/09 – HSBC YR7 Schools Festival at Preston GH

· 06/02/09 – Tag Rugby Course at Hutton Grammar School 

· 10/02/09 – HSBC YR9 Schools Festival at Blackburn RUFC

· 17/18/19/02/09 – England Rugby Camp at Vale of Lune

· 18/02/09 – Tag Course at Blackpool and Fylde College

· 19/02/09 – Rugby Ready Course at Blackpool and Fylde College

· 24/02/09 HSBC Yr8 Festival at Preston GH
· ELRA course at Birkenhead Park 20/01.

· CLA course at Southport 29/01 and Birkenhead 13/02 to support local festivals.

· In Merseyside we will be running Teachers tag courses in all Boroughs to support Summer tag programme.

· Pathfinder evening/workshop at LSH on 23/02.
· We are targeting 8 new schools to deliver the HSBC rugby festivals programme

· We aim to establish a Y7 and 8 floodlit league North Sefton and a Y 9and10 in the South.

· NW Women and Girls: First game for all age groups on 8th Feb against West Midlands at Broughton Park.

· GM Yr 10/11 festival – 8 schools confirmed so far

· Rearranged Tag Course Marple – 11th Feb

· Gm U13’s Emerging Schools / HSBC festivals

· Pathfinder workshop 25th Feb
· ‘Seal of Approval’ club recognition evening, to be held on Sale v Bristol game in Feb 09

· ‘A Club for All’ Workshop for potential Seal of Approval Clubs is being held at the Sheepmount Stadium in Carlisle on 12th February 2009.

· NW CRC Training in Cumbria on 20th February 2009.

· Cumbria RU Pathfinders Workshop @ Penrith RUFC – 25th February 2009.

· Level 1 Coaching Course at Windermere St Anne’s School – 27th Feb 6-8:30, 28th Feb & 7th March 9-5pm.

· U14 10’s at a venue to be confirmed.
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