NORTH DIVISION

Minutes of the Meeting held at Skipton RUFC on Thursday, October 23rd 2008.

1a. Apologies for absence were received from: - N. Anderson, S Bainbridge, W. Chappell, B. Davies, M. Harrison, and A.Tiffen.  

Prior to the meeting commencing, the Sec read a letter from Yorkshire RFU declining to take part in the Forum and therefore turning down the opportunity to provide a Chairman. The meeting was disappointed with the news and after discussion, it was agreed the Secretary would write and ask the Yorkshire Union to reconsider its decision. It was felt that we must give the new Constitution some time to bed in, we are very much a self-help Group and there are many areas and matters of mutual interest in the Game than need a “North “ view. The role of ERCA was also the subject of debate, although some North Counties did not support the organisation, it was felt that that Group also had a role to play.  

(NB. Ernie Neely – Treasurer ERCA, advised post meeting that North. in fact had paid the current subscription to the Group)

Agreed meantime that Graeme Marrs would chair the meeting.

b. Present G.Marrs Chairman supported by R.Appleby, R.Childs, R.Briers, J.Chapman, J.Coulson, K. Jones, C.McLoughlin, K. Mellalieu E.Neely, M.Parker, A. Simpson, M.Smith, and M. Wroe. 

2. Minutes of the July Meeting were accepted with a correction, the words “would be invited” had been repeated in Para 3 of the RFU NCC Report.  These words were deleted.

3 Matters Arising.  Our request for copies of the NCA Minutes had received a “no” at the last meeting of the Association, John Hutton (Kendal) was writing to the Sec. setting out the decision.

FDR – and 12 Team League Following on from this Minute, the meeting was disappointed with the recent news that the RFU/FDR talks had not reached agreement and the parties concerned were apparently not scheduled to meet until 7th January! This was considered to be a disastrous outcome particularly with its effects on the Rugby Landscape initiative that is presently on going. Agreed after a long dissuasion that the Sec would write to the parties concerned in the talks urging them to meet as a matter of urgency.

4. Election of Officers.

     The chairmanship had been covered in the opening remarks.

      Chris McLoughlin was returned as Secretary/Treasurer.

5. Financial situation  Cash at Bank at present stands at £492. 26p
    

6. Rugby Landscape

Rob Briers led this discussion giving a run down on the whole project to date including the follow on the Roadshow tour held during October in which many had been involved. The CCTG had been revived to review the County Championship as it stands and look at such matters as it becoming a voluntary Competition.

7 Reports.

a.     RFU North Competitions Committee.
Mike Smith had circulated the following Report:- 

	1.
	2008-2009 Season to date.

	
	· Withdrawal of Aspull RFC from the English Clubs Championship (ECC) – shortage of Players.

	
	· Current concern over the ability of West Hartlepool TDSOB RUFC to continue playing in the ECC – identical reason to that of Aspull – shortage of Players. Much effort being made for them to continue. The same applies to Moresby and Greengarth in the Cumbria league.

	
	· 490 League games completed to 11.10.08. i.e. 89.1% of scheduled matches. (Cumbria League- worst - only 11 matches completed versus 30 scheduled). Low completion of games at this stage of the season compounded by the impact of RFU Cup Competition matches which take precedence over League games.   

	
	· 17 Offences reported by League Secretaries in the first 6 weeks of the season. Main reasons are playing of Unregistered Players, failure to play matches on scheduled dates.

	2.
	Rugby Landscape.

	
	· Within the next two weeks – up to date confirmation will be obtained by RFUNCC – as to what Clubs from Level 6 down need, in respect of increased League sizes, and whether they are interested in continuing participation in RFU Cup Competitions. Information received to date suggests that there is variation in the views of Clubs across the North. Hence the need to accurately fully determine the position.

	
	· All the four DOC’s to meet in the first week of November with the RFU to discuss and how best to implement the proposals of the Rugby Landscape programme.

	
	· Decisions awaited:

· FDR (22 October) re. size of First Division.

· Composition of Leagues at Level 3 and 4.

· Administration of Level 5 (NCA or DOC’s)

· Introduction of National Finals at Levels 4 to 6 to determine National Champion Club at each Level.

· Introduction of Reserve Leagues at Levels 3, 4 and 5 with end of Season National Finals. 

	3.
	Other matters.

	
	· Mike Smith (Chairman) also acting as Secretary of the RFUNCC on a temporary basis.

	
	· Frazer Snowdon (Snowdons Sports Services – Sheffield) appointed Minutes Secretary of the RFUNCC.

	
	· Dan Shovelton appointed League Secretary for the Cumbria League.

	
	· RFUNCC to prepare Guidance Notes for Referees re. Rules & Regulations for ECC and RFU Cup Competitions.


b. North Under 20s. 

Nil report but Frank Price kept the Secretary informed on Fixtures, and all arrangements for the forthcoming Championship. The meeting was reminded that Midlands / London did play Leinster at Divisional level, this initiative had been explored in the past by the North but Player release and Funding were the stumbling block, the RFU wuld not fund games at Divisional level.

c. Youth 18 Group. Jim Chapman had circulated the following report.

1. Tour of Argentina. – U18 Development Tour of Argentina was very successful.  The only area of contention was that George Ford had gone on tour and played in matches when he was only 15 years of age.  Stuart Lancaster Advised the recent U18 National Executive that all necessary permissions had been received prior to the tour.

2. Inter-County Fixtures – the programme for this season is outlined below.
	Date
	Fixture 
	Venue

	12/10/08
	Cumbria vs Northumberland

Cheshire vs Lancashire
	Penrith

Wilmslow

	26/10/08
	Durham vs Northumberland

Lancashire vs Cheshire
	Westoe

Tyldesley

	2/11/08
	Northumberland vs Cheshire

Cumbria vs Lancashire

Durham vs Yorkshire
	TBA

Wigton

Darlington MP

	23/11/08
	Durham vs Cumbria

Yorkshire vs Lancashire
	Ripon (11.30)

Ripon (2.00)


This will be followed by the Divisional Schedule

	Date
	Activity
	Venue

	30/11/08
	Assessment Day & Trial
	Leeds Carnegie (Kirkstall)

	13/14 Dec 08
	Development Weekend
	West Park Leeds

	20/21 Dec 08
	Development Weekend

Game vs Leeds Carnegie
	Woodhouse Grove School



	01/01/09 – 04/01/09
	Divisional Festival

Game 1 vs S-W 02/01/09 – 12:00

Game 2 – 04/01/09  - 11:00 or 13:00
	Broadstreet RUFC


3. U18 Conference Squad – are playing a number of fixtures against Academy sides. They have played against South West and London.  Game against North Academies is scheduled for Thursday, 18th December.  

An announcement will be made regarding players who will have to progress through the Divisional Route on after 23rd November.

The following North players have been involved to date in the fixtures against Academy sides.


Richard Rhodes


Leeds Carnegie


Joe Barker


Leeds Carnegie


Alex Gray


Newcastle Falcons


Ryan Glynn


Sale Sharks


George Ford


Unattached

4. Australia Schools Tour – this will take place between 20th Nov and 20th Dec 2009.

A number of schools have been approached and asked if they are willing to host the Northern part of the tour between 6th -12th December.  This will include TWO games – vs North 9/12/09 and England AER on 12/12/09.  

d. 16 Group

Keith Mellalieu spoke to the Minutes of the 12th October held at Sedgeley Park a full copy of the Minutes of that Meeting is attached to these Minutes.

e. Modcone
The Referees Dept and Referee Societies have been very busy ensuring that all clubs have had access to ELV Nights, which have proved very successful.

 

At the last Referees Union meeting the mileage rate for Panel Referees was increased to 40p/mile and it was felt that Level 5 and Federations should follow with this rate.

 

The Level 5 contribution rate for Referees of £60 is to be re-negotiated with the RFU as the current contribution does not cover the costs.

 

A number of International Tickets application complaints have been received Referee Societies but as the number of tickets allocated to the Societies is ring fenced no appeals were allowed.

 

The next RFRU meeting is on 15 January 2009.

 

IRB vote on ELVs (RFU input has been led by Ed Morrison) – Meeting will be held in May 09 on implementation.

8. There was no other business

9, Dates & Times of future meetings were agreed as follows: -


Tuesday, January 27th 2009


Thursday, April 23rd 2009


Tuesday, July 21st 2009.


Thursday, October 22nd 2009.

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the staff at Skipton RFC for looking after us so well (again!), and to Graeme Marrs for his Chairmanship on the night.

Agreed the Secretary would write a letter of thanks to Stuart Bainbridge for his contribution to the affairs of the Group over the last two years.

Meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.

