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COUNTY WEBSITE

WWW.RFU.COM/CLUBS/LANCASHIRE

The RugbyFirst website and other aspects of the county’s communication system are reported upon elsewhere.  Much that was contained in the 2006/07 report remains valid today, save to say that by any measure the tool provided by the RFU to fulfil their own requirements, and then by implication the Constituent Bodies and the clubs is improving.  

To aid the development of a complex platform, Lancashire has a presence at quarterly RugbyFirst meetings at Twickenham, and this year the IT team associated with the project came up to Preston to deal with some of the many outstanding issues ‘on site’.  

After early friction, following a complete lack of consultation at the time of the introduction of RugbyFirst, there has since been a most positive approach shown to the game.  Changes still occur too slowly, and sometimes the understanding of what is required and why takes time to explain, but against a strict budget and a wide-ranging order of priorities, change is happening.  

Much is learnt by experience, and not all CBs and clubs have the same ‘news journal’ approach that Lancashire has adopted, but the new management tool that began at the beginning of the 2007/08 reveals some interesting facts:

From Sunday 26th August 2007, taken as the start of the season’s activities, to Monday 12th May 2008:

· 30,503 ‘unique’ email addresses visited the Lancashire website 

· 131,293 visitors made 522,104 page hits.  

· Visitors averaged a touch under 4 pages each visit, and spent 3½ minutes each time they visited!  

Almost 20,000 accessed the Blacksticks Blue Junior Challenge folder, one of 457 available pages of content!  These are interesting statistics, and a basis for comparison as we prepare for year two.   

Finally, I must express personal thanks to all those who have submited articles, photographs and other contributions for publication.  Pressure of work may delay the uploading of some information, and the parts of a photograph cropped may not be to the liking of some of the photographers, but in whatever form, hopefully the website informs and entertains those who choose to rely upon it for information.  
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