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Lancashire County RFU                                             

     Annual Report 2007/08
JUNIOR COUNTY SQUADS

16 GROUP

The good news to emerge from the season filtered out at the end: that our scrum-half Ryan Glynn was introduced to the Sale Sharks crowd as their youngest ever contracted signing.  Ryan enjoyed an exceptional passage through the Autumn matches and fully deserved his England No 9 shirt in the Spring, as did Ben Vernon, a tenacious flanker who went from strength to strength.  Word came from the England camp that, after taking his opportunity from the bench in the opening match of three internationals, Ben’s reputation grew with each successive game.  Quite rightly, Sale Sharks have registered their interest in him.  

The new ‘Schools of Rugby’ programme reduced the fixture list from five to four, with two tour matches included at the end of the season in Scotland.  The opening victory against Cumbria saw our promising fly-half Andrew Abraham break an ankle, joining Josh Stratton whose injury the previous May also ruled him out of contention for a possible Divisional squad place.  Andy Watt and Greg McMillan moulded a side, an unusual amount of which came wearing the successful, and dominant emerald green and sky blue colours of Ormskirk.  At least two of the county matches were a step up from club rugby, and for some boys, scrapping for a win was outside the comfort zone of their previous experience.  

Yorkshire dominated the Northern Counties’ matches, and then unsurprisingly the North and the England squads that followed.  For them, it was an exceptional year.  Lancashire’s draw away at Durham was a surprise, a match that should have been wrapped up in the first half, and the cut and thrust of the Cheshire encounter ended in a result that could have fallen either way.  Max Ashcroft, Chris Thompson, Lewis McKay, David Markham, Andrew Dauncey, John Pape and Ross O'Neill were all invited to the North’s Development weekend, and James Mawdsley was called into the Final Trial.   

In April, with nine of the 24 man touring party drawn from the District squads, we enjoyed two top-quality matches in what may be the last of the ‘cross-border’ matches.  Hopefully, the Scottish Rugby Union will be prevailed upon to recognise the development value for their own players as both ‘roses’ counties place a high value on their importance.  All the results are summarised elsewhere.
15 GROUP

A season with four defeats did not do justice to this group of players, some basic errors and handling mistakes costing victory in some of the close games.  It is a talented group, but a number of key players who may shine on their school grounds or club pitches will have to recognise the value of the team game.  The higher level has caught a number out.  

Cardiff brought one of the strongest teams for years but, against North Wales and Cheshire, we dominated possession and territory and failed to convert the advantage into points.  Against Yorkshire, who had posted a 30 point margin against Cheshire, it was 3 - 0 going into the final ten minutes.  Then three late tries from a replacement bench packed with Yorkshire’s depth of talent saw them pull away.  

There is an argument to reinstate the ‘B’ squad if only to ensure the squad has competition for places, but for this group of boys to succeed at Under 16s their skill level when finishing a move must improve, and they must capture whatever opportunities they create.  

UNDER 14s

Team Manager, John White reports that the Lancashire Under 14s’ twenty-six man squad encompassed 20 schools and 12 clubs, and were quickly inducted into a ‘Club Lancashire’ mentality by their coaching team.  Given the new pathway encouraged by the new Schools of Rugby, many players seen at Under 14s will have a distinct advantage in later years.  

Team captain Tahir El Mahdi was not only an inspirational player but he was also a great leader on the field. Three wins out of three is an excellent return for the efforts put in on cold dark winter nights on the training field but the attitude, skill and application of the boys was particularly pleasing for the coaching team. 

Tarleton Rugby Club hosted its first representative match and has served as a welcome base on training nights for several years.  Their support continues to be most welcome. 

As with all three groups, thanks are due to the families of the boys for their unstinting support throughout the season.  Last and by no means least, a big thank you to the coaches.  Under 14s, Ian MacFarlane and Nigel Morgan have yet again taken a group of boys who hardly knew each other and moulded them into a skilful and successful unit that is a credit to the county.  

At the older age groups, Andy Watt and Greg McMillan have combined their Under 16s roles with Under 15s, there being joined by Nick Passenger and Ringo Wu.  Donny Sutherland went native with the Under 16s in Scotland, ably assisted by Steve Wood (who had just secured a place for his Tarleton side in the RFU’s National Under 17s finals), James Beane and Dave Kidd.  

In addition to the coaches, our Senior Vice President Ken Andrews has continued with his supervision of the 15 Group side, recently joined by a new, enthusiastic Team Manager in Peter Elliott.  

KEITH MELLALIEU

16 Group Manager
